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Arts Education: Where We've Been and Where We're Going!

Agenda
● Getting on the Same Page: Terminology, History, and Context

● Standards and Outcomes

● Arts in Age of COVID-19: How to Maximize Your Arts Education 
Program

● Resources and Supports

● Closing

Arts in the Age of COVID-19: How to Maximize Your Arts Education Program

Resources and Supports

Getting on the Same Page

Standards and Outcomes



● Artforms:
○ Visual Art & Design (drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, etc…)
○ Music (instrumental & vocal)
○ Dance
○ Drama/Theater (performance and production)
○ Media Arts

● Arts Teachers: Individuals meeting in-depth training requirements that are 
certified in their artform, state by state 

● Teaching Artists: Individuals with an arts & culture background/expertise 
that visit and/or partner with teachers/classrooms/schools

● Arts Partners: Community organizations, museums, cultural institutions, 
performing arts centers, higher education, etc.. 

● Arts Instruction:  Direct arts instruction (discipline -based), arts integration 
(purposefully connecting concepts and skills from the arts & other 
subjects on level playing field), Culturally Sustaining, etc...

● Standards: Vetted national and state expectations for learning across art 
forms/subjects and grade levels*
*https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/

Getting On the Same Page: Key Terms

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/


Getting on the Same Page: The Arts Ed Ecosystem (Local)

*Arts Education for America’s Students: A Shared Endeavor-National Arts  Accord Summit, May 6th, 2013



*Pittsburgh Arts Education Collaborative “Curriculum Big Ideas” (2010)

The skills, techniques, elements, and principles of the arts can be learned, studied, 

refined, and practiced.

Artists use tools and resources, as well as their own experiences and skills, to create 

art.

The arts provide a medium to understand and exchange ideas.

People have expressed experiences and ideas through the arts across time and 

cultures.

There are formal and informal processes used to assess the quality of works in the arts.

People use both aesthetic and critical processes to assess quality, interpret meaning 

and determine value.

Getting On the Same Page: Big Ideas in the Arts



1800s-1965: Policy: Fighting for Policy, 
Getting Policy

1965-1994: Fighting for Core, Getting 
Core

1994-2015: Fighting for Equitable Access in an Era of Accountability

1886 1934, 
1947

1965 1977 1988 1994 1995 1999 2002 2009 2016-20

Settlement 
Houses: 
Jane 
Addams 
Hull House

John 
Dewey: Art 
as 
Experience 
(1934)

Viktor 
Lowenfeld: 
Creative 
and Mental 
Growth 
(1947)

National 
Foundation 
on the Arts 
and 
Humanities 
Act of 1965 
(P.L. 89 -
209)

NEA

NEH

ESEA

Penn State 
Seminar in 
Art 
Education

Kennedy 
Center (Dec 
1964)

Coming to 
Our Senses: 
The 
Significance 
of the Arts 
for 
American 
Education

NEA: 
Towards 
Civilization: 
Report 
shows  arts  
in jeopardy 
in US 
schools

Clinton: 
Goals 
2000: Arts  
added to 
core 
subjects

Core:
Federal 
education 
law 
introduced 
the arts  as  
a part of the 
definition 
for core 
academic 
subjects

Champions 
of Change: 
Study on 

arts  
achievement 

outcomes

Bush: No 
Child Left 
Behind: 
Arts  as  
core, but 
new era of 
accountabi
lity

Nation’s Arts 
Report Card: 
NAEP report 
shows  broad 
and 
pers is tent 
achievement 
gaps  in visual 
art and mus ic 
based on 
socioeconom
ics , race, 
ethnicity, 
gender, 
s chool type, 
and location

Obama: 
Every 
Student 
Succeeds 
Act: ESSA 
includes  
the arts  as  
part of a 
“well-
rounded” 
education

This research provides compelling evidence that the arts can and do serve as champions of change in learning.  Yet 
realizing the full potential of learning in and through the arts for all American children will require heroic acts from all 
segments of our society….we must make involvement with the arts a basic part of their learning experience.

-Champions  of Change: The Impact of the Arts  on Learning, 1999

Getting on the Same Page: History and Context 



Getting on the Same Page: The Arts Ed Ecosystem (National)

*www.AmericansForTheArts .org/go/FieldGuide (2012)

http://www.americansforthearts.org/go/FieldGuide


Arts Education Standards

*https ://www.nationalartss tandards .org/

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/


Arts Education Standards: Tennessee



ArtScan Tennessee

https://c0arw235.caspio.com/dp/b7f9300077714ee0afc24c959d33?state=Tennessee


Artistic Achievement First and foremost the impact of arts learning must be shared in artistic outcomes and 
achievements.

Academic 
Achievement:

A student involved in the arts is four times more likely to be recognized for academic 
achievement.

Lower Dropout Rates: Students with high arts participation and low socioeconomic status have a 4 percent dropout 
rate—five times lower than their low socioeconomic status peers.

SAT Scores: Students who take four years of arts and music classes average almost 100 points higher on 
their SAT scores than students who take only one -half year or less.

College Graduation: Low-income students who are highly engaged in the arts are twice as likely to graduate college 
as their peers with no arts education.

Creativity: 72% of business leaders say that creativity is the number one skill they are seeking when 
hiring.

Well-Rounded 
Education:

93% of Americans believe that the arts are vital to providing a well -rounded education.

Core Academic 
Subject:

The arts are recognized as a core academic subject under the federal Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (now part of ESSA).

Social-Emotional 
Learning

The arts create safe spaces for express ion, human connection, and social-emotional learning 
and trauma-informed education.

*Americans  for the Arts  “10 Arts  Education Fas t Facts” (2013)

Benefits & Outcomes



The COVID Classroom: All of Education is upside down right now, with a simultaneous mix of greater 
valuing and devaluing of the arts, community by community. As a School Leader:

1. Maximize Your Arts Educator: Include your Arts Educator on your COVID-19 Planning Team

a. Whole School Mindset

b. Success in a Resource Constrained Environment

c. Community Builder

d. Safe Space for Expression and SEL

e. Expert Schedulers

2. Maintain Quality: Support rigorous arts instruction and be sure to include everything from 
skills to concepts

3. Get Creative with Schedules and Budgets: Work with your Arts Educator on options for 
schedule rotations, creative supply sources, and everyday workarounds

4. Prioritize and Invest: Double-down on your Arts Educator--this investment pays off for the 
entire school community, especially when maximized and valued for their skills!

Arts Education in the Age of COVID-19: Priorities



Whether in-person, remote, or hybrid these tips and recommendations support a successful arts education 
classroom. As an Arts Educator:

1. Coalesce school-wide resources and make individual student kits (think levels: good-better-best)

2. Involve the family in art learning, making, and sharing

3. Create a dedicated studio space at home

4. Showcase student work and accomplishments by hosting virtual performances and exhibitions

5. Lean into the arts as a tool for equity and be culturally responsive with arts curriculum

6. Lean into the arts as a tool for social emotional learning, create safe spaces for expression, and 
partner with the school counselor

7. Establish regular structures, set clear expectations, set up communication systems, and keep 
lessons current and relevant

8. Engage students with meaningful assignments/projects and ensure that artists and art styles are 
relevant to their lives (highlight living diverse artists!)

9. Be flexible in allowing students to take assignments in another direction and to express their views, 
interests, and feelings

10. Provide valuable and timely feedback; Focus on formative assessment

Arts Education in the Age of COVID-19: Tips



In-Person, Remote, & Hybrid Learning Resources
1. I need arts education resources across all art forms: Arts Education Partnership COVID-19 

Resources

2. I’m looking for:

a. Visual Art Education and Design Resources

b. Music Education Resources

c. Dance Education Resources

d. Drama/Theater Education Resources

e. Media Arts Resources

3. I want to make connections between the Arts and SEL

4. I want to make connections between the Arts and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 

5. Show me the case for Arts Education: Arts Education is Essential unified letter

https://www.aep-arts.org/resources/covid-19-resources/
https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/remote-learning-toolkit
https://nafme.org/my-classroom/virtual-learning-resources-for-music-educators/
https://www.ndeo.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=893257&module_id=395469
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SCHOOLTHEATRE/7f9e7fa8-ea41-4033-b6a3-1ce9da6a7b6f/UploadedFiles/HPVMgpNDTw2FWro1JLiL_EdTA_ReOpen_Guide_2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.seadae.org/arts-instructional-resources
https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/articles/643-social-emotional-learning-sel-remote-learning
https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/articles/644-equity-diversity-and-inclusion-remote-learning
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Arts_Education_Is_Essential.pdf


https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/remote-learning-toolkit

In-Person, Remote, and 
Hybrid Learning Supports

https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/remote-learning-toolkit


Brand New: NAEA Town Hall Discussions

1. Tues, Oct 20, 7-8pm (ET): Art Education and School Year 
2020-21: Navigating Remote Learning, Hybrid Learning, 
and In-Person Instruction in the COVID-19 Landscape 

2. Tues, Nov 17, 7-8pm (ET): Art Education and Social 
Emotional Learning: Taking Care of Our Learners and 
Ourselves

3. Tues, Dec 15, 7-8pm (ET): Art Education and Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion: Moving from Ideas to Action

4. Tues, Jan 26, 7-8pm (ET): Art Education and School Year 
2020-21: From Skills to Concepts--Working Across the 
Curriculum in a New Environment

5. Tues, Feb 9, 7-8pm (ET): The Art Education Continuum: 
Building a Pipeline from Pre-Service to Practitioner to 
Professor

Opportunities 
Ahead...the NAEA 
community is now 
more essential than 
ever to instruct and 
cultivate the next 
generation of artists, 
creative thinkers, 
makers, problem-
solvers, and 
community builders

*https://www.arteducators.org/community/town-hall

https://www.arteducators.org/community/town-hall


Brand New: NAEA Town Hall Discussions



• I want to advocate for the arts within my school/district: Thom’s Open Letter to School 

Decision-Makers

• I want to advocate for museum ed: Thom’s Open Letter for Museum Ed

• I want to provide data and talking points on the value of art education: Advocacy Toolkit

• I want to respond to a specific issue in art education: Platform and Position Statements

• I want to provide a deeper dive into a topic: Advocacy papers

• I want to take steps towards increased diversity, equity, and inclusion: James’ Open Letter

• I want to see a state by state comparison of art ed requirements: AEP’s ArtScan

• I want broad advocacy tools for the arts and art ed: Americans for the Arts

• I want evidence on the impact of art and arts learning: Wallace Arts Education Knowledge 

Center and broader reports on specific issues: NEA Arts Education

Championing the Arts

https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/articles/684-an-open-letter-to-superintendents-principals-and-school-board-members
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/articles/703-an-open-letter-to-museum-directors-museum-board-members-and-community-organizations-leaders
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/advocacy-toolkit
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/naea-platform-and-position-statements
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/advocacy-white-papers-for-art-education
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/black-lives-matter
https://www.aep-arts.org/artscan/
https://www.americansforthearts.org/
https://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/arts-education/pages/default.aspx?gclid=Cj0KCQjwtZH7BRDzARIsAGjbK2ZzQy0wEcycJHVMMO5N9m9GYrU8A7Fv70fyPhhoDJIKOjJ_LbDEGqkaArNFEALw_wcB&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwtZH7BRDzARIsAGjbK2ZzQy0wEcycJHVMMO5N9m9GYrU8A7Fv70fyPhhoDJIKOjJ_LbDEGqkaArNFEALw_wcB:G:s
https://www.arts.gov/publications


Mario R. Rossero
Executive Director
National Art Education Association
mrossero@arteducators .org

Contact Information

There would be no art and there would be no science if human beings had 
no desire to create. And if we had everything we ever need or wanted, we 
would have no reason for creating anything. So, at the root of all art and all 
science there exists a gap – a gap between what the world is like and what 
the human creator wishes and hopes for it to be like. Our unique way of 
bridging the gap in each of our lives seems to me to be the essence of the 
reason for human creativity.

-Mister Rogers, You Are Special

mailto:mrossero@arteducators.org
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